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SLOBA NEWSLETTER — JULY 2011 

It‟s hard to believe that 2011 is half over! SLOBA has recently organised two 

events which were well-attended and provided old boys with a chance to catch up 

and network. 

 

The first Business Networking Lunch, sponsored by „Noja Power‟, was held in 

May, where over 100 attendees heard from speakers John Mickel ô70 and Dan 

Crowley ô82. Thanks to all who attended, and especially to committee members 

Neil, Matt and Di who did much of the organising. A second networking lunch 

is being held in August, and I encourage you to get in early for this as tickets are 

limited. Further details are attached/inserted in the newsletter. 

 

Old Boys also went out to Suncorp Stadium on June 4 to watch the Reds play the 

Brumbies, but more importantly, the curtain-raiser between SLC and Padua. 

Lauries played a brave game and led for the majority of time, before a mountain 

of pressure from Padua forwards saw them score on the bell for a win. Padua 

ended up finishing the AIC season as Premiers. The Reds, whilst also going 

down, wore a special jersey which was auctioned after the game to benefit Scott 

Sullivan ô89 and the „Mndandme Foundation‟. 

 

The second half of the year traditionally has our major events, the Senior Old 

Boysô Luncheon (for old boys 50 years or more out of school), and the Old 

Boysô Annual Dinner. Again, there are further details available with the newslet-

ter, and I would encourage you to support events such as these. 

 

If you have anything to contribute to the newsletter, or could help out in some 

way, please contact the Association via the details above. 

In peace,  

John O‟Brien, 2011 President 

IMPORTANT DATES - 2011 

Aug 10 Business Networking Lunch 

Aug 21 Senior Old Boys Luncheon 

Nov 4 Old Boys Annual Dinner 

Presidentõs Report SLOBA COMMITTEE 2011  

President John O‟Brien ‟98 

Vice-President Michael Kearney ‟03 

Secretary Matthew Kan ‟96 

Treasurer Joe Kelly ‟96 

Registrar Di Taylor 

Committee  

Members 

Peter Daley ‟74 

David Knight ‟81 

John O‟Sullivan ‟85 

Neil O‟Sullivan ‟81 

John Wilson ‟81 

SLC Teacher Rep Andrew Kendall ‟84 

Student Reps 
Yr 12 “Old Boys Link 

Committee” 
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                                                        Invitationñ Senior Old Boysõ Luncheon 
 

                            The Old Boysõ Association invites Old Boys from 1915 to 1961 to  
                     the annual Senior Old Boysõ Luncheon to be held at the College,  
              in the Edmund Rice Performing Arts Complex. This is a great chance to  
      catch up with old mates as well as tour the new parts of the school.    
   When: Sunday 21st August , 11:30 for 12:00  
       Cost: $15 for lunch and drinks  
  Dress: Smart Casual  
      Please R.S.V.P. to Di Taylor by Tuesday 16th August  
          via the methods on the attached registration form  
 
Please let Di know if you require a lift, and a reminder that the  
only free parking at the College is via Stephens Road.  



SLOBA Newsletter - July 2011                  Page 2 

 

 

Congratulations to Damien Lacey 

ô90 on being named in the “Flood 

Heroes list”.  Damien used his  

father's boat to help people in the 

Fig Tree Pocket area plus offering 

his services as a plumber and  

labourer.  Also congratulations to 

Mark Kempton, father of two  

current students at St Laurence's, 

who was busy rescuing people in 

the Lockyer Valley by helicop-

ter while his own home was  

being inundated with flood water 

in Brisbane. 

******** 

Anthony Cooper ô73 (currently the 

Head of Social Science Dept at 

Clairvaux McKillop College) has 

written a book entitled „Darwin 

Spitfires : The Real Battle for 

Australia‟… The Japanese air 

raids on Darwin on 19 February 

1942 are well-known to most Aus-

tralians, but what happened after-

wards? For the space of almost 

two years following, the airspace 

over North West Australia was 

routinely penetrated by Japanese 

  raids, tallying  

     about 70 in total. 

    Telling the story 

    of the Australian 

    and British Spit-

  fire pilots who  

     battled the 1943 

          Japanese air  

  raids, ñDarwin 

Spitfiresò puts you in the pilotôs 

seat as you follow these little-

known air battles over Australiaôs 

Top End. 

******** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert (Bob)  

Cronin ô60 has  

been appointed a  

Member of the  

Order of Australia  

for services to journalism, as part 

of the Queen‟s Birthday honours 

list. His editorial career began in  

Albury, before returning home as 

deputy editor of The Courier Mail. 

He moved onto Melbourne‟s Sun  

News-Pictorial (Herald Sun), be-

fore making a name for himself as  

editor of The West Australian. He 

spent time in China as general 

manager of The Shanghai Daily 

Press before returning to The West 

Australian in 2008. Bob has been 

involved in a number of  

community groups also. 

******** 

Mark Rowe ô77 now lives in  

Melbourne and is the Player  

Manager of Melbourne Rebels 

rugby union franchise 

******** 

Congratulations to  

Fr Paul Catchlove  

ô96 who was  

ordained as a  

Catholic Priest by  

the Archbishop on  

June 29. A packed Cathedral  

included many Old Boys and 

teachers. He will begin his minis-

try working at the Seminary. Paul 

was a past president of SLOBA. 

******** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The latest news of AIC sporting 

success includes premierships in: 

 

Rugby: 2nd XV, 14A, 14C 

Soccer: 14A, 13A 

++++++++ 

Thank you to the following Old 

Boys for their assistance with the 

co-curricular program of SLC: 

 

Rugby: 

Tom Fowke ô08 (3rd XV) 

Stuart Schneider ô08 (3rd XV) 

Chris Baily ô08 (16C) 

Andrew Fox ô09 (16D) 

Richard Fox ô09 (16D) 

Trevor Tesch ô71 (15A) 

Bob Hammond ô77 (15A) 

Nick Ng ô09 (15B) 

Nick Shepherd ô08 (15D) 

Tom Gerkhe ô09 (14D) 

Josh Reid ô09 (14D) 

Jack Tesch ô10 (14E) 

Brett Holzheimer ô03 (13B) 

Nick Laws ô06 (13C) 

Jake Laws ô09 (13D) 

Scott Anastasiou ô10 (7C) 

Will Ngauamo ô10 (7C) 

Jack Richards ô10 (6B) 

Harry White ô10 (6B) 

Dominic Mansell ô10 (5D) 

 

Soccer 

Ben Smith ô09 (15B) 

 

Cross-Country 

John OôBrien ô98 (Dir) 

Josh Stein ô03 (U16) 

Simon Mee ô07 (U13) 

 

 

 

 

Phillip Ferro ô73  

Passed away 9 May 2011, aged 55 

Phillip attended St Laurence's 

from an early age, leaving in 

Grade 10 in 1971. He will be sadly 

missed by his children Shannon, 

Terry, Matthew and Rose. 

~~~~~~~~ 

May their souls and those of all 

the faithful departed rest in peace. 

The SLOBA wishes to pass on our gratitude to Bill Siganto AM who has  

recently stood down as a Trustee of the SLOBF. Bill was one of the founding 

trustees back in 1988 and Bill‟s son, Will ô82 will be replacing him, to ensure 

the continuance of the work Bill started in providing scholarships  

to boys in need. 

 

The Foundation has also recently launched a new video as part  

of it‟s fundraising efforts. The video was produced by, and  

features, various old boys. We encourage every old boy to  

check it out: www.beyondthegates.com.au/gallery 

 St Laurenceõs Old Boysõ Foundation 

On The Grapevine... 

Any information for inclusion in 
the newsletter can be forwarded 

via the methods on page 1 

From the Hill... 

Rest in Peace 

http://www.beyondthegates.com.au/gallery
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If you currently do not receive the newsletter via 

email and would like to, please get in touch. 

Email helps us save time, postage costs and  

paper, and gives you a colour version to read! 

The Old Boysô Association is able to supply official 2011 
RWC Ties! We have connections to the licensed dealer, 
who is allowing us to sell to our community. They make a 
great memento of what will hopefully be a Wallaby win, or 

a gift for anyone interested in rugby! 
 

For email readers, the brochure and order form are  
attached. For hardcopy readers, you will also receive an 

order form with your newsletter, but to see the colour  
brochure, we recommend you visit the SLOBA website: 

www.slcoldboys.com.au 
 

The price for each tie in the óWebb Ellis Cup Collectionô is 
$60 (these are silk) and $35 for any other tie (non-silk).  

Postage around Australia is available for a flat $8.  
Alternatively, pick-up can be arranged from SLC, or if you 

have a son attending the College, with him. 
 

Final orders must be received by September 2. 
Delivery time is approximately 2 weeks from ordering. 

St Laurenceõs College Old Boys Association  
invites you toé 

 

2011 Annual Old Boysõ Dinner 
Guest Speaker: Laurie Lawrence, class of 1959  

MC: Danny Hoyland, class of 1970  
 

When:  Friday, 4th November  
Where:  Royal on the Park, Alice St, Brisbane  
Cost:  $125, includes 3 -course meal, beer and wine.  
 

Old boys of all years are invited, especially those celebrating reunion 
years. Table captains are sought to help contact fellow classmates.  
Ticket order forms will be available closer to the date  
Please note the change of previously advertised date ñwhile the  

 dinner is traditionally the second Saturday in October, we have  
 rescheduled due to the Rugby World Cup, and speaker availability.  

Rugby World Cup Ties for sale from SLOBA 

After a successful inaugural event in May, SLOBA is  
holding the second Business Networking Lunch for 2011 

on August 10 at 12:30pm. 
 

The venue will once again be the Fix Restaurant at the 
Port Office Hotel, and the price will be $65 which includes 

a 2-course meal and drinks. 
 

All are welcomeðboth old boys and general community. 
 

Speakers for this event are Mr Mike Horan MLA, Member 
for Toowoomba South from the class of ô62, and Dr Greg 
Mallory, labour and rugby league historian from the class 

of ô65. 
 

Once again, we are grateful for the sponsorship of NOJA 
Power (Low and Medium Voltage Switchgear Engineers 

& Contractors) through Neil OôSullivan ô81. 
 

Tickets are limited so get in early. The registration and 
payment form is attached, and should be returned by  

August 5. 
 
 

Business Networking Lunch 



 
Held yearly, the SLC Community Golf Day 
is an event open to the public, which aims 

to increase the exposure of the  
College in the wider community. 

 
When: Friday, 2 September 

6:30am registration  
7:15am shotgun tee-off. 

 
Where: Brisbane Golf Club, Tennyson. 

 
What: 4-ball ambrose (18 holes) 

Light breakfast, on-course  
refreshments and lunch included. 

Prizes and giveaways 
 

Cost: $600 per team of 4 
$1000 per team including  

hole sponsorship. 
 
 

Can you help? 
The College is looking for a major sponsor for the day, 
as well as sponsors for each hole. 
 
Donations of prizes for the day would also be greatly 
appreciated. 
 
 
Please contact: 
Mr Nick Allen ð Director of Development, SLC 
Ph: 3010-1178 Email: nallen@slc.qld.edu.au  
Or visit: www.slc.qld.edu.au and click on ñCollege 
Eventsò 

St Laurenceõs Community Golf Day 
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Business Networking Lunchðsee page 3. To be 
held at Port Office Hotel, August 10. Guest speakers 
are Mike Horan MLA and Dr Greg Mallory. RSVP on 
included form, by August 5. 
Senior Old Boysô Luncheonðsee page 1. To be 
held in ERPAC on August 21. RSVP on included 
form, by August 16. 
SLC Community Golf Dayðsee page 4. To be held 
at Brisbane Golf Club on September 2. RSVP via 
details above. 
Old Boysô Annual Dinnerðsee page 3. To be held 
at Royal on the Park on November 4. Guest speaker 
is Laurie Lawrence. Order form to be distributed 
shortly. 

REMINDER OF EVENTS... 

We have been approached by some SLC students looking 
to enter a team in the 10k Bridge to Brisbane Fun Run/walk 

on Sunday September 11. 
 

The aim of this team would be to raise funds for one of the 
charities which the school has a close relationship withð

AEIOU, which assists children with autism. 
 

Any interested current students, old boys and friends of the 
College would join the team and seek sponsorship for their 
run. If you would like more information, please get in touch 
with SLOBA President, John OôBrien: 0423 269 652 / 

john.obrien@qut.edu.au 

Bridge to Brisbane Fun Run 

Dan Crowley speaking 

at the Business Net-

work Lunch in May. 

Fr Paul Catchlove, 

taken at an interview 

with City News about 

his recent Ordination. 

Cooper Cronk after 

being selected in the 

2011 Queensland 

State of Origin Team 

Ride to Conquer Cancer 

Two Old Boys from 2005, James Raison and Erin 
Sproule will be participating in the ôRide to Conquer  

Cancerõ on August 20-21. The 200km ride raises funds 

to benefit the Queensland Institute of Medical  

Research to increase their support and fund research 

to find a cure. If you can help support these old boys in 

their efforts, please visit www.conquercancer.org.au and 

search for their profiles by clicking ôdonateõ 

http://www.conquercancer.org.au

